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PEEFACE. 



I FEEL that some apology is required for putting into circula- 
tion the accompanying pamphlet. Had I not had reason to 
believe that the subject of it was engaging the serious atten- 
tion of many of the younger members of the Society to which 
I belong, I should not have thought it at all worth while to 
introduce it to their notice. 

I have long doubted whether the writings of the early 
Friends on this subject, — ^however well calculated they may 
have been to meet the objections raised against their views 
in their days, — are calculated to satisfy enquiring minds in the 
present day. I have believed, therefore, that it might be 
helJJful to a few who have been unsettled on this point, to 
know some of the arguments by which one, who was many 
years ago as much unsettled as any of them, has come to feel 
perfectly at rest upon it. 

But whilst I have had chiefly in view those of my own 
Society, I hope also that what I have written may not be 
without service to some others. 

I have been careful not to omit reference to anything which 
appeared to me materially to afiect my argument ; but I have 
endeavoured also to be as brief as the proper treatment of it 
would allow. 

Scarborough, 5 mo. 1861. 
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WATER BAPTISM 

IfEITHER A SACRAMENT NOE AN ORDINANCE, 



Week smy one's belief on some impolrtant religious subject 
is at Tariance with that of the great majority of those who pro- 
fess the Christian name, he needs to be especially assured that 
he is not deceiying himself before he fully rests in his belief. 
And if this be the case so far as it affects himself, much more 
is it so before he undertakes the work of proclaiming that 
belief to others. I have long felt the full force of these 
remarks myself, and I have no doubt that a great many others 
of t^e Society of Friends have done so ako, with respect to 
Water Baptism. For, whilst their peculiar views on War, on 
the ministry of the Gbspel, on Oaths^ and on some other 
subjects, have been more or less shared in by many others 
of various sections of the Christian Church, as to Baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, they yet stand, with but very few 
exceptions, not only distinct from every other community into 
which the Church has been divided, but, from every other 
member of the Church, so far as his views have been made 
public. 

Astounding^ however, as this &ct may appear to us, and 
powerful as at first sight may appear the argument to be drawn 
therefrom, that this remarkable unity of belief must prove 
the Society .of Friends to be in the wrong, it needs but little 
observation to *perceive that this unity is more in appearance 
than 'in reality. It is true that nearly every Christian pro- 
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6 WATER BAPTISM KEITHEB A 

fessor mamtains that some rite in which water holdg a con- 
spicuous place, is obligatorji at some time or other of his life^ 
on every one who embraces Christianity, which rite is to be 
performed upon him by somebody else, and which all agree in 
calling baptism: but how it is to be administered; when 
it is to be submitted to ; who is to administer it ; what is 
its signification ; and what its efifect, whether any or none, are 
questions which, from the time of Tertullian at least up to the 
present day, have not only led to endless discussions and the 
greatest diversity of opinion, but theydo notappear to be 
one whit nearer a settlement now, than they were hundreds 
of years ago. 

Now let us place these two facts together, — ^the unity as to 
the name and the water, the disunity as to every thing else, — 
and shall we not find that, though the former would lead us 
in one direction, the tendency of the latter is exactly the 
opposite ; so that any confidence we may feel in the correct- 
ness of a conclusion drawn from considering one of these &ciB 
only, is almost, if not entirely; destroyed by the consideration 
of the other ? And yet it is not difficult to account for both 
these facts. As to the first, — the general if not universal 
practice of Water Baptism in the primitive Church, — ^the 
example of Peter, Paul, Philip, and others mentioned in 
Holy Writ, is abundantly sufficient, • when we consider the 
tendency in the human mind to look to that which is outward 
and visible rather than to that which is unseen and spiritual, 
if there were no other reason, to account for the all but uni* 
versa! belief that the disciples of our Saviour to the end of 
time were to continue in the practice of it. Whilst, on the 
other hand, with the entire absence in the Bible of any 
specific directions with regard to the performance of the rite, 
with only an ambiguous word and a few incidental allusions 
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SACRAMENT NOR AN ORDINANCE. 7 

i;o judge as to the mode of administering it, and with the lack 
of all direct testimony as to its signification, there is no 
.-wonder that Christians should differ in opinion on these 
snhjects. 

But, if facts are as I have now stated them, (and I, do 
-not see how any body can honestly say that they are not,) it 
"does at first sight appear very remarkable that that should be 
intended by our Saviour to be an ordinance binding in perpe- 
tuity, respecting which so little of anything that can properly 
be r^arded as direction has been given to his followers. Is it 
not at least natural that the question should be raised by some 
of them, — Has not the Church on this subject missed its 
way ? And agjdn, — Is there no other way of accounting for the 
universal practice of Water Baptism in the first days of the 
Church's existence, than by considering it an ordinance of 
perpetual obligation, imposed on it by the Saviour ? I not 
X)nly consider that these enquiries are reasonable, but I am 
prepared to answer them both in the affirmative. 
? Before attempting more fully to answer the last question, 
let me spend a little time in alluding to the first, in trying to 
point out where, as I think, the way has been missed. 

It is not only on the subject of baptism that we find such 
an absence in Scripture of specific direction ; it occurs as to 
^Jmost everything connected with the discipline and arrange- 
ments of the Church. Great principles are laid down, but 
little more. For instance, certain officers are mentioned as 
pertaining to a Church in a healthy state. In what spirit 
these are to perform their duties ; what should be their aim ; 
what motives should and what should not actuate them in their 
service, — these, and other things of a like nature are made very 
^ear : but as to what are the special duties devolving on each ; 
what their relative importance, how they are to be appointed, 
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8 WATER BAPTISM NEITHER A 

— on these and similar questions little or nothing is lieffr to* 
guide ns. Again : we are pointedly niged not to forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together, and when assembled in the 
name of Christ, however few our number, we are assured of 
His presence ; and, however we may think it right to occupy 
our time when so gathered, we are enjoined that all things be- 
done decently and in order. But as to how often we are to- 
meet^ how the time is to be occupied, what arrangements we- 
are to make for such gatherings, &c., we have but example, and 
that of a varied character — ^no direct precept, to guide us. 

And yet these are questions of great importance, and thej 
are those, some of them at least, on which a very great variety 
of opinion prevails, and respecting which we are inclined some^ 
times to think, oh, if but a few plain written directions had 
been given, how much trouble, how many bitter heartburnings^ 
how much dissension and tumult and confusion, had been 
spared to the Church! But our all- wise and ever-living Head 
forbore to do this. There was, indeed, no occasion ; for when 
He ascended to the Father, he sent the Comforter, whose 
abiding presence in the Church was (I speak it reverently), 
better than his own. For He in His human body could not 
be everywhere present as the guide and director of His Churchy. 
therefore said He, *^ It is expedient for you that I go away ;; 
for if I go not away the Comforter will not come unto you ; butr 
if I depart I will send him unto you. ... I have many things 
to say unto you, but you cannot bear them now ; but when He 
the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth.'*' 

From these and other words of our Saviour spoken at the 
same time, we see how evidently He intended that the Holy 
Spirit should take His place among the disciples after His as- 
cension. And the disciples so understood it, and gave them- 
selves up to be led by Him. How frequently we are tol4 
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6ACEAMENT NOR AN ORDINANCE, 9 

tliat it was under the direction of the Spirit that they went 
preaching from place to place. So, too, we are informed that 
the overseers in the Churches were appointed by the Holy 
Ghost (Acts XX. 38), and that through the workings of the 
self-same Spirit the different gifts were exercised amongst 
them (1 Cor. xii.). When the difiBicult question arose between 
the Jewish and Gentile Christians respecting Circumcision, the 
assembled Church was able to say, " It seemed good to the 
Holy Ghost and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than 
these necessary things."* Each believer is reminded that 
his ''body is a temple of the Holy Ghost, who dwelleth in 
Inm (1 Cor. vi. 19) ;" and the united Church is itself spoken 
of in the same manner, as '"the temple of God (1 Cor. iii. 16, 
17),'* '^the habit^ion of God through the Spirit (Ephes. ii. 
21, 22)/' 

But though these truths respecting the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit^ and his presence in the Church as its guide and 
<50unsellor, have ever been nominally at least, — sometimes more, 
sometimes less, — ^acknowledged by it, there has been, I fear, too 
little of an abiding practical belief in him as such. Conse- 
quently we find that a large section, having no other authority, 
have appealed to the writings of the fathers in support of 
practices existing amongst them ; whilst another section, 
'entirely setting such authority aside, have expected to find in 
the New Testament sufficient directions for the discipline and 
arrangements of their Churches, but, in the almost entire 
absence of that which is explicit, these have considered example 
of equal weight with command, and have sometimes strained 

r * And yet there Ib not more than one, or at the most two, of these foiir 
na oeeaa r y things which Christians now consider binding upon them. And 
'Why! Because the circumstances of the Church no longer render them 
jaeoessary. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



10 WATEE BAPTISM KEITHER A 

texts, wliich to the ordinary reader had no bearing on the sub- 
ject> to mean that to which their, prejudices or mshes inclined* 
them, often lessening thereby not a little in the minds of 
others the authority of that book to which they hare appealed.. 

There is no doubt that the doctrine of the Holy Spirit'a 
guidance has been often shamefully abused, and h^a been made- 
the plea for the greatest extravagances, both of doctrine and- 
practice ; but this is no sound argument against its truth, or. 
against the reality and safety of the guidance. For whilst we 
regard our Saviour's words, " He will guide you into all truth ;'* 
and again, '^He shall teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance whatsoever I have said unto you;" as; 
having been very much fulfilled in the apostles and evangelists* 
themselves, and made applicable to us in the writings which 
they have left behind composed under that influence, yet, just 
so far as these writings do not direct us in all things in which' 
we need to be guided, may we expect that same teaching and: 
guidance to be granted unto us. 

In what pertains to the salvation of our souls, — to God'e^ 
moral law, — to the dispositions, aflfections, and motives whichi 
should prevail in our hearts or influence our minds, — these, 
writings are so clear, so explicit, that the fool need not err* 
therein ; for in every age, in every climate, to every nation, to> 
all the sons and daughters of Adam, these truths remain^ 
immutably the saime. But this is not the case as regards the 
discipline, government,, and arrangements of the Churches^ 
At the most these are but of secondary importance, and they., 
are transitory also ; they are but as helps in the carrying on of 
God's work. They are required, indeed, for the perfecting of the 
saints for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body. 
of Christ; but I conceive that, though the principles on which 
they are based are fixed and immutable, the arrangementa- 
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themselves may very properly yary, and tliat in no small mea- 
SQie, according to the character of the times^ the peculiar 
national tendencies, the exigencies of the occasion, and many 
other things which may render one course of action more 
desirable at one time and less so at another. Therrfore in 
these things the continual guidance of the Spirit is needed, a 
guidance which would undoubtedly be given according to the 
faith and earnestness with which it is sought. And in these 
things we may observe how the wisdom of God is made mani- 
fest, in thus allowing each Church to adapt itself to the 
peculiar circumstances of the age, or of the locality in which 
it is placed, whilst provision is made against a too complete 
stereotyping of its arrangements. 

Much more might be said upon this subject. It is one 
not only of great interest, but of great practical importance, 
and one the right understanding of which would tend, I 
believe, to remove some . of the stumbling-blocks which our 
grievous] divisions have placed in the way of the progress 
of the Gospel. But such a treatment of it would be foreign 
to my present purpose, my object in introducing it at all having 
simply been to express my belief, that, amongst those things 
which are thus purposely left open to be decided according to 
circumstances, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, is the 
mode of admission into the outward fellowship of the Church, 
although in apostolic times Water Baptism seems universally 
to have answered this purpose. 

To those who have been accustomed to r^rd this rite as 
something much more than this, who attribute to it some mys- 
terious efficacy in the work of the soul's sanctification, and 
consider it as /'part of the plan.of salvation,'^ what I have 
aheady said will appear altogether irrelevant. * For those who 
hold such views must number what they believe respecting 
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it amongst those truths which affect alike all people of every 
age and nation^ and remain unchangeable to the end of time^ 
and therefore they \rill conclude that it can admit of bo quae* 
tion on our part as to whether Baptism shall be submitted 
to or not. 

Such is evidently the belief of the author of a. tract lately 
published^ entitled ''Some Remarks on Baptism/' and ad* 
dressed to the Society of Fri^ds ; and it is^ I suppose, the 
belief of a laarge portion^ not only of professing Christendom, 
but of those who are truly among the di»;iples of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Yet to my own mind it does seem utterly re* 
pugnant to the whole scope and tenor of the New Testament, 
and entirely without any Scriptural foundation on which it 
can be established. The only passage alluded to in the aboye- 
mentioned tract as supporting this yiew is John iii. 5: 
'^ Except a man be bom of water and of the Spirit he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God/' I grant that if the words 
*' be bom of water/' are synonymous with " be baptized with 
water/' they would give some foundation for the establishment 
of such a doctrine. Certainly, if such was the signification of 
these words of our Saviour, they would prove that Water 
Bi^tism was not only '* part of the plan of salvation,*^ but 
that it was so necessary a part, that without it, it would be 
impossible to enter into the kingdom of heaven. But an 
interpretation which gives to a few words of Holy Writ suck 
tremendous importance needs very strong evidence to soBtoin 
it. And where is this evidence to be found ? Do we find any 
other passage in the New* Testament in which Water Baptism 
is spoken of as a being *^ bom of water ?" Not one. So we 
find that our Saviour on any other occasion ever taught any 
one that excq)t he was baptized with water he could not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven ? Not once. Are the aposdes 
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ever said to have taught this 7 Never. The only passage I 
ean think of which can possibly be constraed into such teach 
ing is the reply of Peter^ on the day of Pentecost, to those 
who asked, '' Men and brethren, what shall we do V and he 
replied, ** Bepent and be baptized/' This reply I shall have 
occasion farther on to refer to. When onr Saviour had thus 
spoken to Nicodemus, he said, also, '^ Art thou a Master in 
Israel and knowest not these things!" Could Nicodemus 
anywhere in the Old Testament Scriptures have learnt that 
Water Baptism was necessary before a man could enter the 
kingdom of heaven ? He could not. Is there, then, any 
particular similarity of idea in these two terms, that they are 
r^arded as synonymous ? Not the least that I can see. Then 
had there been no more evidence than this in fetvour of such 
a signification being attached to these words^ even though the 
doctrine thereby inculcated was but of very minor importance, 
it could not be sustained. How much less so, when eternal 
life is made to hang upon it ! 

Our Saviour was using figurative language when he spoke 
of any one's being bom again. Is it not reasonable to suppose 
that he used water figuratively at the same time ? Is it not 
firequently so used in Scripture ?^ Both in the Old and New 
Testament it is often used as a symbol of the word or truth 
of God, and sometimes of that spiritual power by which the 
tinner is cleansed from his transgres^ons. It is not, however, 
necessary that I should exactly explain what our Saviour 
implied when he used these words, it is quite sufficient for my 
present purpose to show that he had no reference to Water 



* Compare John iii. 5 with Ephes. y. 26 and 1 Peter L 28. See also Deut. 
sxzii. 2 ; Ita. It. 10 ; Bot. zx. 17 ; Ps. li. 2, 7 ;Es«k« uxvi. 25 ; John ir. 10. 
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14 WATEB BAPTISM NEITHER A 

And if this passage does not include an outward baptism as 
forming ^^ part of the plan of salvation/' what other does ? I 
know of none whatever, and of very few that can be strained 
to bear such a meaning. Therefore, entirely setting aside the 
idea^ that this rite had at. any time any sacramental efficacy^ 
let us proceed with our enquiry as to its being an ordinance. . 
. When did the practice of Water Baptism first commence ? 
This is an interesting question, nor is it an altogether irrele- 
vant one. Though not mentioned in Scripture before the time 
of John the Baptist, we have good authority for ascribing to 
it an earlier origin. The numerous lustrations of the Jews 
under the Mosaic law are spoken of by the author of the Episde 
to the Hebrews as *' baptisms.'' (Heb. ix. 10.) If such: 
baptisms were needed, by those who had become unclean before 
they were allowed to enter the sanctuary, no wonder at their 
being enjoined upon ^proselytes before they came into the full 
poss^on of the privileges of the Jew. Such we find to have 
been the case ; and if at first it was r^arded only as a purify- 
ing ceremony, it seems gradually to have assumed the character 
of an initiatory rite, together with Circumcision and Sacrifice. 
This appears certain to have been the case before the second or 
third century of the Christian era ; and when we consider the 
bitter hostility existing between the Jews and Christians, it is 
difficult to conceive how such a signification should have been 
attached to it after the adoption of the rite by the lattec 
Church, if it had not appertained to it for long before. 
^ It is difficult, too, to understand the question put to John by 
the Pharisees, except Water Baptism had been a ceremony with 
which they were familiar, and the import of which they well 
understood — " Why baptizest thou, then, if thou be not that 
Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet?^' This evidently 
implying*—" Who but these can introduce those who are Jews 
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already into any position in advance of that wliich they at^ 
present occupy ?^' 

, The baptism performed by John was undoubtedly of Divine 
appointment — '' He that sent me to baptize with water, the 
ssane said unto me/' &c. Its object appears to have been two- 
fold. It is called the baptism of repentance for the remission- 
of sins. The burden of John's ministry was " Repent ye, for 
the kingdom of Heaven is at hand/^ His aim was to draw, 
his hearers away from any dependence upon their birthright 
as Jews, or upon any privileges they might thereby possess, 
and to impress upon them the necessity of a thorough change 
both of the outer and the inner man, before they could become* 
partakers of that heavenly kingdom. Baptism was, then, a. 
profession of the acceptance of this truth, and of an inten-. 
tion to act in accprdance therewith. Thus we see when the- 
Pharisees and Sadducees came to his baptism, he knowing 
their character and mistrusting their sincerity, addressed them 
accordingly : — " Oh generation of vipers ! who hath warned yoa 
to" flee £rom the wrath to come ! Bring forth, therefore, fruits* 
meet for repentance, and think not to say within yourselves. We 
have Abraham for our fftther,^^ &c. Luke further says of the, 
Pharisees generally, that they were not baptized of him. They 
would not acknowledge their need of repentance, but claimed. 
a participation in the Messiah^s kingdom (the Messiah whom, 
they expected) as their birthright. 

Then, again, John^s baptism — which was, as it were, the 
stepping-stone between the Mosaic and the Christian dis- 
pensation — partook of the character of the types and shade ws> 
of the former. " I indeed baptize you with water ; but he 
that cometh after me is mightier than I ; he shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire.^' So also the Saviour, 
just before His ascension : '^ John truly baptized with water^^. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



16 WATER BAPTISM NEITHER A 

.but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence/' These passages leave no doubt as to its typiod 
signification. John's baptism may therefore, as I conceiTe, 
be regarded as implying, on the part of him who submitted to 
it, a profession of that repentance whereby he hoped to obtain 
admission into the Messiah's kingdom, whilst it was also in- 
tended to typify that spiritual baptism which was the true 
qualification for such admission, and also the seal of it on the 
part of the Saviour. 

But the Saviour himself came to be baptized of John^ that 
He might "fulfil all righteousness ;" not indeed to profess re- 
pentance for sin, but coming as the sinless one^ as the '' Lamb : 
of Ood " that took away sin, to acknowledge publicly as man, 
his connection with the kingdom of Heaven, even thongh 
he was its glorious Head. And moreover, as by his sub- 
mission to the Mosaic law, in the attendance of its feasts, in 
his directions to the lepers whom He cleansed, and in other 
ways, He openly bore his testimony to its divine origin, so by 
-coming to John in the way he did, He bore the strongest testi- 
mony to the fact that his baptism was from Heaven, and not 
of men.* 

The ministry of John ended, his work was accomplished, 
the kingdom of Christ had come and was established among 
men, yet Water Baptism remained ; and, as has been previoudy 

* I have dwelt thus at length upon John's baptism because, whether 
Water Baptism was practised or not "before hig time, the import of that 
which he administered must have been pretty generally imderstood by the 
Jews during his ministry ; and that administered by the apostles must have 
been regarded as o£ very similar signification. The main difference con- 
:sisted in what is implied in the fact, that the one was ''the baptism of 
repentance," whilst the other was baptism " in the name of the Lord Jesus." 
•(Acts xix. 4, 5.) Both appear to have been initiatory rites, and both 
symbolical. 
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remarked^ was, so far as we know, nniyeisally adopted by the 
Church. How is this to be accounted fpr ? 

It was so adopted, either with or without the authority of 
its living Head. The latt^ alternative I set aside as alto- 
gether untenable. But if authorized by Christ himself, it must 
have been either with the intention that it should be regarded 
as a perpetual ordinance in the Church, (»r as a practice cal- 
culated to answer important ends in that age, but of no such 
permanent obligation. 

If the latter, we should not be surprised to find littie or 
nothing recorded in the sacred writings as to the authority 
under which it was practised, and still less should we look for 
minute directions as to the details of the ceremony. But if 
the former, both the authority and the details appear as neces- 
sary for us as for the early Church. 

The 19th verse of Matthew xxviii. — " Go ye, therefore, 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost,"' — ^is 
usually rrferred to as authority abundantly sufficient for the 
institution of the rite, not only as regards apostolic times, but 
for so long as the promise immediately succeeding should con-- 
tiaue sure : — *^ Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world.'*' This is not, however, so self-evident as some 
would seem to consider ii Many have believed that the 
Saviour did not in these words at all allude to a baptism 
with water, but that it was a spiritual work of which He 
spoke. Without adopting these views, I cannot regard the 
words in question as those by which the rite was first insti- 
tuted ; nor do I see any necessity for connecting the sanction 
which they may be considered as giving to it, so far as the 
Aposties were concerned, with the promise that follows. 

The mode of expression used by our Saviour seems to 
imply a settled expectation on their part, that in admitting 
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disciples into their feUowship they should baptize them. He 
does not at all speak as if this was something new to them, 
or as if then and there He first enjoined it upon them. In- 
deed, we know it was not new to them^ for daring John's 
ministry they had baptized as well as he. What onr Sayioni 
here ordains^ then^ in connection with. the injxmctiony ''Go 
and make disciples of all nations/' is^ not their baptism^ but 
something connected with it ; viz., that . when baptizing them 
they should do it '4n the name of the Fatiier, the Son,- and 
the Holy Ghost/' Not that they were to adopt these as a 
form of words to be uttered on the occasion ; there is nothing 
in the New Testament to support this. Frequently as we are 
told that, disciples were baptized, only the name of Christ is 
mentioned as being used. But our Saviour, well knowing 
the evils which would result to his Church from its ministeiB 
seeking to make followers to themselves, — of baptizing, as ife 
were in their own name, — ^here, as I conceive, gives his apostles, 
in his last charge to them, a solemn injunction to avoid this 
snare, and to unite in the one aim of bringing all men to 
l)ecome the disciples of the one God, teaching them no one- 
sided views respecting Him, but seeking to make them ac- 
quainted with Him in all His fulness, as Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. This is an injunction truly worthy of the occa- 
sion, and one that is binding on the Church even to the end of 
the world. 

Paul's language when writing to the Corinthians seems to 
me to support this understanding of our Saviour's words : — 
" I thank (Jod that I baptized none of you, save Crispus and 
Gains, lest any should say that I baptized in my own name. I 
For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel." 
How evidently Paul regarded the preaching of the Gospel as 
a duty of a totally different character from that of baptizing ; 
^ difference which I do not see how he could have made, had 
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be considered our Sayiour's last words as enjoiidng both the 
"baptism and the preaching ; whilst at the same time^ the dread 
lie had of its even being reported that he had baptized in his 
OTm name, shows how thoronghly he regarded such an act as 
tlie -violation of a principle of no such secondary importance. 
But if these words of our Saviour are not those by which 
the rite was instituted, we have no account of its institution 
in the sacred volume. 

• The words of Peter on the day of Pentecost are also 

regarded by some as decidedly authoritativ on this subject. 

For being an answer to the question, *^ What must we do V 

they are supposed plainly to enjoin on every anxious enquirer 

the duty, not only of repentance, but also of being baptized in 

the name of Jesus ; and the promise of receiving the Holy 

Ghost is considered as being made by the Apostle only to those 

-who should conform in both these particulars.^ Whilst the £Etct 

that on this occasion Peter and the rest of the Apostles were, 

without doubt, under an extraordinary influence of the Holy 

Spirit, is supposed to give irresistible authority to his words. 

I admit this last to be the case, but I demur to the inference 

which has been drawn from them. 

Accustomed to ceremonial observances of one kind or other 
from their childhood, there would be nothing at all peculiar to 
the Jews now addressed by Peter in the direction which he gave 
them. And thoroughly understanding as ,hey would do that 
a being baptized in the name of Jesus implied an open ayowal 
of all^iance to Him, the question which it would surest to 
their mind would be simply this — Am I prepared to make this 

* That baptism with water was not ** inteix>^sed as a necessary condition 
of the gift of the Holy Qhost/' is evidenty when we remember that it was 
the fact of the Holy Qhost's having been already given to Cornelius and his 
friends, ^which Peter brought forward as the reason why they ssbould be 
haptiMd. 
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pubUc avowal? I therefore conclude that these words of tlie 
apostle, if applied to anxious enquirers of the present day, 
whilst plainly enjoining the duty of openly confessmg Christ 
before men, by no means necessarily fix the way in which this 
confession is to be made. They are in accordance with the 
words of Paul, Rom, x, 9 — " That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus^ and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.'' At 
the same time, I readily admit that as the passage in Matthew 
xxviii. gives the Saviour's swaction to the rite when jHractised 
by the apostles, so these words of Peter, show that in this 
respect they acted under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Thus far Scripture leads us^ but I am unable to find any- 
thing that will take us further. In the epistles, — ^where, if 
anywhere^ we should especially look for directions on this sub- 
ject, — ^we find only a few incidental allusions to it. These may 
indeed support us up to the point we have already reached, 
but they are generally more calculated to lessen the import- 
ance of the rite in our eyes, and appear to allude more fre- 
quently to a spiritual than to an outward baptism. I will only 
allude to 1 Peter iii. 21. 

Here baptism is said to save us as the ark saved Noah and 
his femily. They in the ark were by it brought safely through 
the water. So also, those who have entered the Church of 
Christ and become its living members, are saved '^ through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ." Here the ark appears 
to me evidently spoken of as typical of the Church, though 
Baptism is the word employed by the Apostle to suggest 
this idea^ inasmuch as it was by Baptism that they were ad- 
mitted into the Church. It matters little whether the Apostle 
whilst writing was thinking of an outward or a spiritual 
baptism^ for in either case he alluded to it figuratively; but 
nobody need for one moment so far misunderstand him as to 
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consider the oatward baptism as possessing any saving virtue 
when he so pointedly adds, " Not the putting away of the 
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God." 

I think I have now said sufficient to show that Water ' 
Baptism is alluded to in the New Testament, just as we might 
expect it would be, if we are to regard it simply as a rite in- 
tended for the early Church, answering important ends in its 
establishment, and well adapted to its circumstances; but 
that it is not alluded to as, judging from the way in which 
the ceremonies of the law of Moses were enjoined, we might 
reasonably expect it would be, if it were intended to be an 
ordinance of universal and permanent obligation. For — 

We find no account of the institution of the rite ; no- 
thing plainly setting forth the obligation of the believer to 
submit to it; and no direction of any kind whatever as to 
the details of the ceremony ; that is as to the mode in which 
it is to be administered ; who are the proper subjects for it ; 
when it should take place ; or who should administer it. 

Another and a very important question still presents itself. 
Though we may admit the conclusion just arrived at, yet see- 
ing that we must also admit that the Apostles when baptizing 
acted under the Divine direction, and that this was in their 
time the authorized mode of admitting into the fellowship of 
the Church, have we any authority for making a change ? or, 
even supposing the Church had liberty to do so, would such a 
step be wise ? 

If the Church up to the present day had made no change, 
it might be difficult to answer either of these questions in the 
affirmative ; but an entire change has almost universally been 
made, and the question is not, Are we at liberty now to alter 
our practice? but, Are wc under obligation to return ? 
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I say an entire change has been ahready made, in the first 
place CMf to the mode of administering the rite. For though 
in the New Testament there may be nothing to guide us with 
certainty as to the exact mode in which Baptism was adminis- 
tered, there are none, I believe, who have at all examined the 
Subject, who could honestly say they believed the apostles 
baptized by sprinkling. If any of them, or any of those who 
lived in their days, were now to ri^e from the dead, and visit 
one of our churches whilst the minister was taking water from 
the font to sprinkle it on an infant ; if they were to listen to 
the solemn vows made by godfather and godmother, and hear 
the words of the service read over the helpless little one ; does 
any one suppose that they would recognise in this ceremony 
the rite which they had called Baptism ? And yet for how 
many centuries has this form, or one like it, been the almost 
universal one in the Church ! 

And not only is the mode of administering the rite changed, 
but the purport and object of it are also. Then — as far as I 
am able to judge — Baptism appears to have been a confession 
of Christ before men, a voluntarily taking upon himself the 
solemn responsibilities involved in the name of Christian. 
Now — except among the Baptists and a few others, it assumes 
more the character of a dedicatory rite, or perhaps still more 
frequently of one in which some inherent power of qualifying 
the recipient for a place in the kingdom of Heaven is supposed 
to exist. Meanwhile other forms have been made use of for 
answering the purpose Water Baptism once appears to have 
served ; viz., confirmation by some, and admission to the 
" Lord's Supper"' by others. 

But if it is difl5cult to state what was the exact purport of 
Baptism in the times of the Apostles, it is much more diflScult 
to say what it is now. Witness the interminable controversies 
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wlxich have taken place between CathoHo and Protestant, High 

Oliiirchman and Low Churchman, Independent and Baptist, on 

tlokia subject. Consequently the Church is in a totally different 

position in this respect from what it once was. Then, in the 

Cliurch and out of the Church, the subject was understood. 

Now, it is not so, and the question is not, merely. Are we under 

olDligation to return to the original practice? but — Is the 

Church called upon to spend its time and strength, in endea- 

-vonring, with the little light that Scripture throws upon the 

subject, so to enlighten the public mind, that whilst retaining 

t;lie rite it shall be properly understood, and the superstitions 

C50nnected with it removed ? For until this is in some measure 

-the case, the main object of the ceremony would appear to be , 

lost. 

I rejoice in believing that a task at once so tedious and so 
hopeless is far from being imposed upon it; that its time and 
strength are called for to be expended in labours of a much 
nobler and more profitable character, and which shall redound 
fiBur more to the glory of the Redeemer. I believe, also, that 
the Church is not only at liberty, under the circumstances I 
have mentioned, to set aside Water Baptism altogether, but that 
it would act wisely in. doing so, and that in no other way is it 
likely that the pernicious errors on this subject, which have So 
long been propagated, will be uprooted. 

I believe, with all its imperfections, the Society of Friends 
has abeady done great service, by presenting to the Christian 
world, as it has done over and over again during the last two 
hundred years, examples. of holy and heavaily-minded Chris- 
tians, devoted to the service of their Lord, who lived in peace 
and joy, and died in the full hope of a blissful eternity, and 
who yet never partook of what are called the sacraments of the 
Church. 

At the same time, whilst I should rejoice to see many more 
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feel the liberty that I myself do in this respect, far ^ 

from judging any who^believe it to be either unsafe i 

to deviate from the practice of the early Church. Only 

see to it that they attach no more importance to the : 

the Apostles did ; and that in no respect they be found 

to any outward baptism for being made one whit more clSb in 

the divine sight, or for being brought one whit more closely 

fellowship with the body of Christ. This, the baptism of^fiie 

Spirit only can accomplish ; for it is *' by the one Spirit,'' dud 

by that only, that " we are baptized into the one body.'' TW 

is the baptism which John's prefigured, and which the Saviow 

came to administer, and how infinitely more important it if 

that we should be partakers of it, than of that which is only 

outward. 

Within the last few years, there appears to have been in 
many places a great increase of earnestness in seeking for a 
larger participation of this blessing. Nor have those who 
have thus sought, sought in vain. And one of the striking 
results of the outpouring of the Spirit in these places, has been 
the much closer drawing together of lively Christians of diffe- 
rent denominations in the unity which the Spirit gives. " He,'' 
said our Saviour," shall receive of mine and shall shew it 
unto you." And the more the Church shall know of the 
Baptism of the Spirit, the more will the Lord Jesus Christ 
be the one centre round which we shall aU gather. And 
gathered there, our painful divisions shall melt away in the light 
of his glorious countenance ; for " they shall see eye to eye 
when the Lord shall bring again Zion." May we iheri^||l. 
unite in daily earnest prayer that we ourselves, that the Church, 
and the World, may know more what it is to be baptized with 
this Holy Baptism. 
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